Press Release: Deep Creek Lake Lions Club 53rd Annual Blind Ski Program
The Deep Creek Lake Lions Club successfully held its 53rd annual Blind Ski Program from January 19 through February 11, 2025. This year’s program welcomed 13 families, 18 visually impaired skiers and 26 of their family members.
The families came from Garrett County, other counties throughout Maryland, Delaware, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas and West Virginia. The program has been growing.  Mike O’Brien, Lions Club Zone Chair and Deep Creek Lake Lions Club Blind Ski Project Chair, stated that “The program has been growing over the past few years and this year we unfortunately had to turn away several families due to lack of housing.”
The program is more than just teaching skiing. It is an opportunity for families to share information, open up opportunities for the families and a reminder of what can be achieved when barriers are removed.  According to Dr. Sheila Amato, volunteer and Teacher of students who are blind/visually Impaired (TVI) Garrett County Public Schools, “the program opened a world of independence and confidence for our students and their families that many thought were out of reach.”  She also stated that “Beyond learning to ski, the students gained a profound sense of ‘I can do this,’ which they are already carrying back to the classroom.”
Chris Perkins, father of visually impaired skier, stated “My wife and I skied numerous times before we got married, but never thought about skiing again after kids.  We definitely didn't think we would be able to take our visually impaired teen daughter Corinne skiing.  Seeing her ski in the hands of caring, expert skiers from the Deep Creek Lions Club was intensely soul nourishing."
The program kicked off each week on Monday afternoon with snowmobile rides provided by the Garrett County Snowdrifters Club at the McHenry Community Park, followed by a delightful pizza dinner from Brenda’s Pizzeria. The families stayed at a house at Deep Creek Lake donated by the Yanke family.
Tuesday mornings began bright and early with volunteers arriving at 6:30 AM to prepare breakfast for the skiers and their families. The group then headed to Wisp Resort, where volunteers assisted the skiers in getting fitted for their ski equipment. Once the skiers received their gear, they were given instruction indoors on basic skills such as rotational exercises and balance. Once the skiers felt comfortable with their equipment, they moved outside on the snow to continue their instructions.  
After the skier demonstrated proficiency in gliding with their skis, they were positioned on a bamboo pole supported by volunteers on each side.  Skiers were then taught how to control their speed by turning.  As the skiers became comfortable turning their skis and controlling their speed, they transitioned to using a tether to manage their speed. As their confidence grew, the skiers were guided solely by voice commands for turning and stopping, enabling them to ski independently with their family and friends. As the skiers moved to a tether, we used blue tooth technology by placing a headset in their helmet and a volunteer’s helmet.  This allowed the skier and volunteer to easily communicate on the slopes.
On Tuesday, the skiers usually finished around 3 PM and headed back to the Yanke house to get ready for the evening.  The families then ventured out to either Unos or Hearth and Hops at Wisp for dinner.  The skiers shared their stories about skiing and snowmobiling with Lions Club members and other participants.
On Wednesday morning, breakfast was again prepared by volunteers for the skiers and families. After breakfast, the skiers and families headed to Wisp to hit the slopes.  By the second day, most skiers were typically engaged in either independent skiing or skiing with a tether.   The skiers concluded their activities at approximately 2:30 p.m. to bid farewell to the volunteers and fellow participants before departing for home.
The success of this program was made possible by the dedication of volunteers. This year, the program was supported by 29 high school students, and 36 adult ski volunteers (not including the volunteers from the Garrett County Snowdrifters Club). The program required more than 1,200 volunteer hours, showcasing the community's commitment to making the event a success.
The Deep Creek Lake Lions Club extends heartfelt thanks to Wisp Resort, the Garrett County Snowdrifters Club, Brenda’s Pizzeria, local schools, and the entire community for their unwavering support. Without their contributions, the program would not have been as successful, especially over the past 50 years. Deep Creek Lake Lions Club held a thank you dinner at Unos on February 24, 2026.
For more information about the Blind Ski Program, other activities of the Deep Creek Lions Club, or to make a donation, please visit their website at [deepcreeklions.org] or email them at [DCLLIONS@gmail.com]. In addition to cash donations, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club is seeking snowmobile helmets, more housing options, and volunteers.
The Deep Creek Lake Lions Club looks forward to continuing this enriching and empowering program for many years to come.
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Visually impaired skier being assisted with volunteers and tether
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Visually impaired skiers getting indoor instructions

