Deep Creek Lake Lions Club - Intro to Lionism

Our Club's mission is to improve the lives of the visually impaired and our
local community members, with a special emphasis on outdoor recreation
and community service.

History

In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 38-year-old Chicago
business leader, told members of his local business
club they should reach beyond business issues and
address the betterment of their communities and
the world. Through his leadership, his and other
business groups evolved into the International
Association of Lions Clubs. In 1925, Helen Keller
addressed the Lions Clubs International (LCI)
Convention in Cedar Point, Ohio, and challenged
Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade
against darkness” which has remained a major focus
of Lions. As of 2015, it had over 46,000 local clubs
and more than 1.7 million members in 190countries
and is the largest service organization in the world.
Our Club was chartered on Nov 12, 1971
(sponsored by the Oakland/Mt Lake Park Clubwhich
was founded in 1941) and usually has around 20 to
30 members.

“We serve”

Organization

Lions Club International (LCl) is governed
by a Board of Directors and led by an
International President. Clubs are
organized into Districts, each with an
elected District Governor and associated
Cabinet. We belong to District 22W -
Allegany, Carroll, Frederick, Garrett and
Washington Counties and are in Region 1,
Zone 1.

Our club officers are President, Vice
President, Secretary and Treasurer, along
with Chairs for Facilities, Program
Development, Marketing which forms our
Board of Directors. Other committees are
stood up as needed. Officer terms start in
June of each year. Yearly dues are $75
per year and are mostly passed through
to the District and LCI

This is the motto of LCl and is implemented over 5 Global Causes: Vision, Diabetes, Hunger,
Childhood Cancer and Environment. At the global level, the Lions Club International Foundation

(LCIF) has awarded over 13,000 grants totaling over $1 billion since 1986 and is highly rated for the
value of its actions and minimal overhead. Our Multiple District (includes MD, DE and DC) supports
the Lions Vision Rehabilitation Foundation (LVRF) which funds research at the Wilmer Eye Institute
at Johns Hopkins Medical Institutes. The flagship service activities of our Club are the Blind Skier
and Camper Programs, where we provide visually impaired children the opportunity to experience
the recreational activities of the area. We also provide financial assistance to area residents for
vision-related health care, provide donations to local causes and organizations, make regular
contributions to LCIF and LVRF, and operate the community park on Bumble Bee Rd.

Membership

All are welcome as members. We
meet on the 2" and 4™ Tuesday of
each month at our park in the
summer and various restaurants the
rest of the year. Meetings start at
6:30 and have a firm end time of
8pm. Attendance is not taken at
meetings or events.

Our Fundraising

We operate a Foundation which is associated with the
club and is registered as a 501(c)3 organization with the
IRS and MD, so direct donations are tax deductible. We
acceptdonations of boats and other recreational
equipment to sellat auction each May which has
become our prime fundraiser. We also hold other
fundraisers and community events throughout the
year.

Mailing address: PO Box 630, McHenry MD 21541
Park address: 1249 Bumble Bee Rd, Accident MD 21520
EIN (Club) 52-1123114 (Foundation) 82-3096245

www.deepcreeklions.org
www.facebook.com/deepcreeklions
dcllions@gmail.com 323 325-5466
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