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Rising energy prices took the 
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Producer Price Index for Janu
ary. Meanwhile, inflation at 
the wholesale level rose by 
0.3 percent. See story, 7A

Foster nomination for
Surgeon General under 
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Allegany County 911
dispatchers training na
tionally certified.

See Page 10A

Weather

SATURDAY: Mostly cloudy
with a 50 percent chance of light 
snow, mainly during the morning. 
Highs in the mid 30s. Saturday 
night: Mostly cloudy. Becoming 
windy and turning much colder. 
Lows in the teens.
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CUM BERLAND — Sacred 
Heart Hospital is seeking permis
sion from state health care regula
tors to temporarily increase its 
rates as a condition of acquiring the 
Frostburg Hospital.

Bob Murray, executive director 
of the Maryland Health Services 
Cost Review Commission, said the 
commission may allow Sacred 
Heart to increase its rates for one 
or two years to help offset the 
expense of acquiring the hospital 
property and converting it to a long
term care facility.

The increase would probably 
range from three to five percent.

“From a cash flow standpoint, it 
facilitates the transfer,” Mr. Mur
ray said of the rate increase. “But 
they are still taking some risks.”

Mr. Murray said the commission 
is willing to allow rate flexibility in 
order to maintain a health-care 
presence in Frostburg and to 
ensure stability in the community 
while the transition in ownership 
occurs.

Sacred Heart President and CEO 
Edward Dinan said the hospital will 
lower rates after the second year.

“There is a significant potential 
for large rate decreases, beyond 
what they would have been in the 
future” without the increase, he 
said.

Overall, he added, hospital costs 
in the area could go down because 
those who were being treated at 
Frostburg Hospital —where rates 
were 20 percent higher than the 
state average — will be seen at 
Sacred Heart or Memorial Hospi
tal, where much lower rates pre
vail.

Without the rate increase, the 
hospital could not afford to buy the 
hospital property, Mr. Dinan said.

See — Sacred Heart — 3A

Workers’ Compensation bill passed in W.Va.
■ See related stories, 3A  S t a t ©  l a W I T i a k © r S

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — A bill to help the 
financially troubled Workers’ Compensation Fund was 
sent to Gov. Gaston Caperton on Friday.

The House passed the measure on a 73-26 vote and 
the Senate concurred with House changes on a 30-2 
vote.

The bill was effective from passage. The governor is 
expected to sign it early next week, said his spokes
woman, Carolyn Curry.

“The choice you make today is whether you want to 
be politically correct or politically courageous,” said 
House Judiciary Committee Chairman Rick Staton, D- 
Wyoming.

Delegate David Collins, D-Tucker, an outspoken 
opponent, was absent and did not vote. It was not 
immediately clear* why. The telejrtione line at his home 
was busy on several occasions aid  he did not immedi
ately return a message to his Statehouse office.

The House debated the measure for a total of nearly 
six hours Thursday and Friday. The speeches were 
impassioned, but their tone, at the end, was conciliato
ry-

“ It’s easy to vote no for this bill. You can go home and 
tell your friends in the business community it didn’t do

enough. And you can go home and tell your friends in 
the labor community it did too much,” Staton said.

The Workers’ Compensation Fund provides financial 
assistance for workers injured on the job. It has long
term obligations estimated at from $1.9 billion to $5 bil
lion and loses $130 million a year. And officials say if 
nothing is done, there will be no money to pay claims in 
IO years.

The voice of Delegate Larry Linch cracked as he 
said he didn’t do enough to oppose the bill and did not 
earn his pay last week

“I hope you realize what we are about to do. I hope 
when you go home you can look those people in the eye, 
because I know I am going to have a hard time,” said 
Linch, D-Harrison.

Delegate David Whitman, D-Logan, another oppo
nent, told linch  he had fought a good fight and chas
tised those who endorsed the measure.

“You’re not voting to represent your people back

JSee —  Workers’ 3A  __________________________

are cooperating
MONA RIDDER
Tlmes-News Staff Writer

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — It s 
a more conservative, more 
thoughtful and more coopera
tive legislature that is conduct
ing state business this year, 
according to members of the 
Potomac Highlands delegation.

“ I ’ve never seen anything like 
the atmosphere around here 
this year,” said Delegate Jerry 
Mezzatesta, D-Hampshire, 
speaker pro tempore of the

House.
A lot more thought is going 

into the bills, the veteran legis
lator said, adding he believes, 
in the end, it w ill be a more pro
ductive session than some in 
the past.

At the other end of the spec
trum freshman Delegate Carl 
Thomas, R-Mineral, said that 
despite this being his first year 
in Charleston, he feels the 
mood is a much more conserv-

See — Cooperating —  3A _____

M CHENRY — Skiing was 
rough enough this week at the 
Wisp Resort. What with wind 
chill temperatures anywhere 
from six to 12 degrees below 
zero, seasoned skiers, let alone 
blind skiers, expended consider
able energy just staying warm.

Was it all worth it? The collec
tive answer from six teenagers, 
skiing the Wisp from the M ary
land School for the Blind, was a 
definite yes. The last group of 
four separate blind skier groups 
sponsored by the Deep Creek 
Lions Club this season arrived 
Tuesday and departed Friday.

And though sometimes it 
seems to take forever just to 
bundle up and head for the 
chairlifts, the visually impaired 
teens made the best of every
thing.

“ I ve tried different slopes 
this year,’’said Cheryl Higgs, 14, 
of Cumberland, who was mak
ing her second ski visit to Wisp. 
“When I ’m out there, I have a 
good time and I ’m not too wor
ried because the BOLD guides 
call the shots.” On a two to one 
basis, BOLD (for Blind Outdoor 
Leisure Development) volun
teer guides team with a blind 
skier, riding chairlifts up to the 
summit and skiing down a vari
ety of trails alongside their 
charges.

Suffering from an eye disor
der called cone-rod dystrophy, 
Ms. Higgs moved to Maryland 
from Louisianna just to attend 
the celebrated blind school in 
Baltimore and take part in ath
letic programs. Also an aggres
sive backstroke and freestyle 
swimmer, “ she’s excels in so 
many ways,” noted her mother, 
Debbie Higgs.

Despite 20/300 vision and eyes 
that won’t quit flickering, Ms. 
Higgs is unflappable. She reads 
in braille because “even large 
type gives me a severe 
headache”and hopes to take up 
guitar lessons. “ I love music 
and writing songs,’’she said.

Volunteer coordinator Trudy 
Pickrel, of McHenry, explained 
that everyone involved is pretty 
fam iliar with the blind skiing 
program, since it’s been a Wisp

SCORES

House passes crime bill

to offset cost
RICHARD KERNS
Tlmes-News Staff Writer

Volunteer Trudy Pickrel, left, assists blind 
skier Ruth Ann Borgmann who uses a “sit-
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ski” to make her way down the slopes at 
Wisp Resort. Also assisting was Paul Webster.

institution for 23 years. A new 
addition to the effort, however, 
has been local high school stu
dents working as volunteers 
through Maryland’s high school 
volunteer service mandate.

Northern High Schools’ 
Stephanie Friend, for example, 
worked with Darnell Woods, a 
Prince Georges County resi
dent, who wouldn’t comment on 
his skiing, except to say this was 
his fifth year back to the resort. 
During a lunch break at the

Wisp Wednesday, volunteers — 
also including Paul Webster of 
Target, Inc., which works with 
the disabled in Garrett County 
— socialized with the teen 
skiers. When it was time to head 
outside again, Mr. Webster 
helped Ruth Ann Borgmann, 17, 
of Hartford County tackle her 
boots and ski gear.

With cerebral palsy as well as 
near blindness, Ms. Borgmann 
went and up down Marsh Moun
tain via a “ sit-ski,’’resembling a

toboggan and encasing disabled 
skiers in heavy canvas and 
straps. Assisted by Ms. Pickrel, 
who also sat next to her for the 
lift ride, she got up and down 
the slope in less than 30 min
utes. “W ill you be at the bottom 
when I come down,” she asked a 
photographer, documenting the 
day’s ski runs. “You bet” was 
the answer.

It was her third year back to 
Wisp. But a little encourage
ment goes a long way.

WASHINGTON (AP) — A GOP crime bill 
boosting funding for state prisons but 
requiring states to get tougher on violent 
crim inals before they can receive any 
money passed the House on a mostly 
party-line vote Friday.

The Republican-controlled House also 
voted, 380 20, to approve a bill to speed 
deportation of crim inal aliens who serve 
sentences by allowing the deportation 
process to begin when they are sentenced.

As for the prison funding, Democrats 
contended the stiffer sentencing require
ments would make most states ineligible 
for the $10.5 billion in authorized funds.

The 265-156 vote approving the Violent

Criminal Incarceration Act saw 206 Repub
licans and 59 Democrats voting in favor, 
and 135 Democrats, 20 Republicans and 
independent Bernard Sanders of Vermont 
voting in opposition.

The funding is $2.6 billion more than the 
$7.9 billion authorized in the $30 billion 
anti-crime law passed by the Democratic 
controlled Congress last year. The mea
sure also would require stricter sentencing 
by states in return. Last year’s bill imposed 
sim ilar restrictions on half of its funds.

The two bills approved Friday are Nos. 4 
and 5 in a six-part package, part of the 
GOP’s “ Contract With America,” that aims 
to remold the 1994 anti-crime law.

Half the $10.5 billion in the prison con
struction bill would be given only to states 
with so-called “ truth-in-sentencing” laws 
requiring serious violent felons to serve at 
least 85 percent of their sentences. The 
other half would go only to those states 
that increase the percentage of violent 
convicts sent to prison and increase the 
average time they serve behind bars.

Democrats sparred with Republicans 
over what would be done with prison funds 
that are not distributed to the states.

The House adopted, by voice vote, a GOP 
amendment that would allow states to use 
up to 15 percent of the prison grants for 
building short-term jails, provided they

require people charged with violent 
felonies to post bond to be released.

The crim inal alien deportation bill would 
streamline the deportation process and 
expand the scope of crimes for which 
aliens can be deported

Under current law, aliens who commit 
aggravated felonies can be deported. The 
bill would enlarge the definition of an 
aggravated felony to include transporting 
people for prostitution; serious bribery, 
counterfeiting or forgery; serious traffick
ing in stolen vehicles; trafficking in coun
terfeit immigration documents; and 
obstruction of justice, perjury or bribing 
witnesses.
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