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Workers’ Comp Legislation
(Continued From Page 1A)

t© pay for a covered treatment or 
services within 45 days of receiv
ing an itemized statement from 
the doctor or therapist unless the 
employer or insurer “ files issues 
with the commission stating the 
Reason for the denial of payment.” 
J When medical care is sought, 
patients must routinely sign 
papers stating they will be 
responsible for payment in a 
prompt manner.

Unless payments are received or 
arrangements for deferred or par
tial payments accepted, hospitals 
pr doctors may turn over delin
quent bills to collection agencies.

The patient’s credit rating can 
be placed into question. A judg
ment can be filed.

Enter the attorneys.
Browning has been found to be 

disabled, but she said the com
mission has not taken final action 
pn her case.

She wants the law changed so 
that the hospital, doctors and 
physical therapists can be paid 
sooner. For her, ifs  a matter of 
fairness. There is also an eco
nomic impact because the timing 
of payments can help local com
panies, she said.

When payments are slow, the 
impact “snowballs and hurts the 
local economy,” Browning said. 
Some health care providers are 
essentially small businesses and 
they cannot afford much delay in 
receiving payments.

“You can’t expect a small busi
ness to absorb a major bill for six 
months* without a negative 
effect,” Browning said.

Her attorney, Bruce Ingram, 
said the Worker Compensation 
Commission uses a computer 
system. It normally does its work 
well and quickly.

Ingram said there are ways to 
address the matter if the money 
is late in arriving, but usually an

experienced attorney is needed.
In some cases the attorney files 

“ issues” or questions and a hear
ing is scheduled. That takes time. 
Sometimes it is during this inter
val that collection agencies 
become involved.

Ingram said the Workman- 
Frank bill would be a “good provi
sion” because it would reduce 
most delays in receiving worker 
compensation payments.

Workers’ Compensation Com
missioner Richard Lafata said 
the agency “does not take a posi
tion on legislation that affects dis
tribution of benefits.”

Not everyone wants the Work
man-Frank bill to become law.

“We don’t think this is a good 
idea,” said Paul Michael Rose, 
president and chief executive offi
cer of the Injured Workers’ Insur
ance Fund, the single largest 
insurer in the state.

IW IF  represents at least 70,000 
state employees and many 
municipal and county employees 
such as those in Cumberland and 
in Allegany County.

Rose said a Department of Fis
cal Services study reviewed 225,000 
IW IF  claim papers in 1995.

“ Our average length of time to 
pay is 17 to 19 days and 98.54 per
cent of the bills were paid within 
46 days, Rose said.

He said IW IF  “does not see a 
need for the legislation” and sug
gested that if it became law the 
change “would be an administra- • 
tive burden and perhaps a burden 
on the Workers’ Compensation 
Commission.” He said it also 
might trigger additional lawsuits.

Delays are caused by “missing 
information” such as IW IF  not 
receiving accident or other 
reports needed to process an 
application, he said. Other delays 
are caused when IW IF  or other 
insurers contest a commission 
ruling, he said.

(Continued From Page 1A)
“ Ifs  not just the claimants that 

aren’t getting paid. It’s the health 
care facilities, like hospitals, too,” 
he said.

According to Levasseur, 
Sacred Heart Hospital is waiting 
for payment for many worker 
compensation cases.

A commission report from 
June showed that Sacred Heart 
was awaiting payment from at 
least 105 such cases.

Kim Repac, senior vice presi
dent and chief financial officer of 
the Western Maryland Health 
System, said she has not read 
the Workman-Frank bill in detail 
but the system would welcome 
action to receive payments 
quicker.

“ It typically takes four to six 
months for the easy ones. But 
there are a lot of claims out 
there for two to three years,”

she said about worker compen
sation claims.

Repac said about $130,000 is 
due Sacred Heart Hospital.

According to the report, sever
al doctors were also waiting for 
payment.

John J. Coyle, a Cumberland 
attorney who has represented 
employers and insurers as well 
as employees hurt at work, said 
the Workman-Frank bill should 
be carefully analyzed.

Coyle said it would be reason
able to establish a time frame 
within which a company must 
pay or contest a bill “ providing 
that the insurer or company 
receives a copy of the bill and 
medical report.”

The report would include 
office notes, emergency room 
records and physician records, 
he said.

Insurance companies need

this information so they can 
judge if it’s their expense or not, 
he said. This would eliminate 
unrelated medical bills.

For example, after breaking a 
leg at work, a person may visit 
the doctor six times. While 
there, the patient may also 
receive a one-time treatment for 
a sinus infection.

While the leg treatment bills 
could be covered by workers’ 
compensation insurance, the 
sinus bill would not be eligible 
for payment.

Attorney Hugh McMullen, also 
of Cumberland, has defended 
both employers and insurance 
funds in workers’ compensation 
cases.

He said the insurance industry 
will likely oppose the Workman- 
Frank bill because companies 
must now comply within 30 days 
of a commission order.

The House Economic Matters 
Committee held a hearing on 
House B ill 62 on Jan. 15. Accord
ing to the state Department of 
Legislative Reference, no vote 
has been held.

However, a companion bill, 
House Bill 63, also filed by Work
man, has cleared the House and 
is facing review in the Senate 
Judicial Proceedings Commit
tee.

The bill would allow the paper
work to continue to be processed 
in cases where a penalty from 
the Workers’ Compensation 
Commission is being appealed. 
When a penalty is appealed 
today, it stops other action in a 
case. ,

If the measure becomes law, it 
would allow other aspects of the 
case to be considered by the 
commission while the appeal is 
handled separately.

Garrett seeks
(Continued From Page 1A)

Edwards and Hater reviewed 
numerous other local and co
sponsored bills.

On Gov. Parris Glendening’s 
multi-faceted “ smart growth” 
bill, Edwards is hoping a 50- 
member rural caucus that 
includes the western Maryland 
delegation will be able to intro
duce changes to the legislation 
before it’s enacted.

Changing the bill’s 3.5 units 
per acres density to 2 units, clar
ifying state and federal implica
tions and making sure rural 
areas “ don’t get the short end of 
the stick” are chief concerns of 
the local lawmakers.

Edwards pointed to a poten
tial business in Allegany County 
that is now looking at farmland 
on Route 220 that is not in a des

ignated “ growth area,’’and 
therefore ineligible for state 
funding.

“ They’re talking 300-400 jobs,” 
he said. “ Does that mean we lost 
this business. We want flexibility 
in the bill to take care of things 
like that.”

Garrett Community Action 
director Duane Yoder noted the 
“ smart growth” bill would pre
clude 98 percent of Garrett 
County on the density issue 
alone. He wondered if the rural 
caucus had a enough common 
ground to overcome the bill’s 
problems.

A Garrett County Chamber of 
Commerce initiative to help the 
county’s businesses has been 
introduced as enabling legisla
tion, in Senate B ill 444.

“ It doesn’t mandate but would 
allow the Garrett Commission

ers to establish an ordinance or 
resolution for a local preference 
on county purchasing not to 
exceed 2 percent,” said 
Edwards, who also supports the 
bill.

Another chamber-backed bill, 
Senate B ill 439, would reduce 
the personal property tax levied 
on businesses.

“ This would help economic 
development,” said Hater.

The Garrett County Commis
sioners and Garrett County 
Development corporation said 
firms could use the savings from 
reduced personal property taxes 
to reinvest in their own busi
nesses.

Edwards said House Bill 470, 
introduced on behalf of the Gar
rett County Sanitary Commis
sion and supported by the coun
ty commissioners, would allow

the commission to turn off water 
service to customers not paying 
their sewer bills.

Water and sewer bills are sep
arate in the county and appar
ently customers opt to pay 
water, but not sewer bills, 
Edwards said.

Other bills introduced by the 
lawmakers include Senate Bill 
445, setting up a new bed and 
breakfast alcoholic beverage 
license; Senate Bill 438 for a new 
winery license; House B ill 463, 
establishing a Sunday Sales 
issuing fee; and Senate and 
House bills 359/471 for a $374,000 
bond to help fund Garrett Coun
ty’s new tourist information cen
ter.

Edwards and Hater did not 
cross file but support every bill 
filed as the Garrett County dele
gation.

Downhill
(Continued From Page 1A)

So the next day, skiing present
ed no problems to the daring skier. 
Clinging onto a bamboo pole with 
her guide and interpreter, Spencer 
made several ski runs without a 
glitch.

. The skiers who are totally blind 
(as compared to legally or partially 
blind) or both blind and deaf like 
Spencer, are actually more trust
ing, Pickrel said. “They can’t be as 
independent. But it’s easier to 
teach them.”

She said the blind students with 
some vision don’t always want to 
listen to the guides. “The outside 
to them is deceiving though,” said 
Pickrel. “And we have to be sure 
they obey our orders on the slope.’

Tom Wenzel, who served as the 
Lions’ project coordinator this sea
son, said the four-week blind 
skiers program that ended last 
week was well worth all the time 
and effort.

“There’s a lot that we do,” said 
Wenzel, a McHenry machinist 
whose volunteer duties included 
coordinating accommodations, 
meals and activities for each of the 
four weeks the school sent a group 
of six students. He said the entire 
22-member Lions club is involved 
in the project that began at the 
Wisp Resort 15 years ago.
•> Club member and wisp ski 
patroller Pat Conroy was volun
teering Wednesday, checking on 
blind skiers and guides as they 
made their way up and down the 
slopes. But before the outdoors 
adventure even got started, Con
roy said he had breakfast duty. 
“We fix them a big breakfast of 
pancakes and eggs in a condo 
that’s donated nearby.” He said 
the skiers are treated to dinners 
out by various restaurants, includ
ing those at the Wisp Resort.

The Wisp Resort also donates all 
the ski equipment and lift tickets, 
but the bulk of the project’s 
expenses are covered, according 
to Conroy, by the Lions club’s 
summer boat party. “ I think it 
raised about $10,000 last summer,” 
he said.

Northern and Southern high 
school students also play a big 
role. For community service hours 
required for their graduation, 34 
students this year served as 
BOLD guides. “ It’s hard work,” 
said Pickrel.

Volunteers learn to strap blind 
and disabled students into special 
SIT-skis and ski backwards in 
front of blind students who must 
rely on a ski bra to negotiate safely 
down the mountain. “ Ski bras are 
a special apparatus that holds the 
tips of skis together,” explained 
frckrel. “They are used for ‘hands- 
on’ skiing until skiers move up to 
.gluing independently.”

There has been an increase in 
students who are not only blind, 
but have cerebral palsy or other 
disabilities, she said.

But the result over the years is 
always the same. “The students 
love coming here to ski,” said Pick
rel. Some have learned to over
come numerous handicaps and 
some, like David Shields of Wal
dorf, have just enough vision to 
notice and then yell from the chair
lift, “We’re hanging here by a 
thread.”
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GUARANTEED SAVINGS FROM OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES IN EVERY DEPT. JUST CLIP COUPONS & SAVE
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• Hagerstown, MD 
•Chambersburg, PA
• Hanover, PA 
•Mark, PA

>200 CASH 
BACK ON DSS 

SATELLITE
With the Purchase of a 
1 - Year Subscription to
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OFF
Coupon
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YOU PAY........................... *349  |
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*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * *
13-INCH COLOR 
PORTABLE TV’S

C LIP  4  SA VE  A  B IO  
$10 OFF AN Y  13- 
COLON PO R TA BLE  
TV W ITH COUPON
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* * * * * * * * * *
19” & 20” COLOR 
PORTABLE TV’S

CHO O SE FROM 
RCA, ZEN ITH, 

SH A R P  ANO 
MAGNAVOX

± ± 1

C LIP  4  SA VE A  BIO  
$20 OFF ANY 19" 
OR 20- COLOR 
PO RTA BLE  TV 
W ITH COUPON
LIMIT ONE COUPON 
PER PURCHASE
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CAMCORDERS
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CHO O SE FROM 
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35” OR LARGER BIG 
SCREEN COLOR TV'S

C L IP  4 SA VE  A B IO  
$100 OFF AN Y SO
ON LAN CER B IO  
SC R EEN  COLOR TV 
W ITH COUPON

CHO O SE FROM 
RCA, HITACHI, 
TO SH IBA  ANO 

MAGNAVOX
Expires
2/20/97
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25” TO 32” COLOR 

TELEVISIONS

CHO O SE FROM 
TOSHIBA, SHARP. 
MAGNAVOX, NCA 

4  HITACHI

C L IP  4  SAVE A BIO  
$30 OFF ANY 25- 
TO 32" COLON TV 
W ITH COUPON
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CASSETTE DECKS

C L IP  4  SAVE A 
B IG  $15 OFF ANY 
C A SSETTE  TAPE 
OECK O VER $100 
PUTH COUPON
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CHOOSE FROM 
JV C , SA N SU I. 

P IO N EER , F ISH ER . 
TECHN ICS 
AND TEAC
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MUSIC SYSTEMS

C L IP  4 SA VE A 
B IG  $25 O FF ANT 
SYSTEM  O VER  $200 
PUTH COUPON

CHOOK FROM SHARP, 
SANSUI. ROSS. 

AHARON IC, MAGNAVOX. 
ZENITH, PIONEER. 
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ANO TECHNICS 

Expires 
2/20/97..
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CD PLAYERS

CUP i  SAVE A OKI $20 
OFF ANY PORTABLE 
OR COMPONENT CO 
FLATER OVER HOO 
WITH COUPON

CHOOSE FROM JVC, 
PIONEER. MAGNAVOX. 

GOLDSTAR, FISHER. 
TECHNICS. SANSUI 

ANO TEAC
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* * * * * * * * * *  
TV, AUDIO AND 

MICROWAVE STANDS

C LIP  4  SAVE A BIO  
20% OFF ANT TV, 
AUO IO OR 
M ICROWAVE STAND 
PATH COUPON

CHOOSE FROM 
C ASE , BUSH  

AND GUSOORF 
SELEC T  FROM 
MANY ST Y LES

PRESIDENTS' BECKS!,-Z* a
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ALL COMPUTERS

C L IP  4 SAVE A 
B IG  SSO OFF 
ANY COM PUTER 
W ITH COUPON

(.IMH ONE COUPON 
PEN FUNC MASE A  I

*  ^ P R E S I D E N T S '  B E C A S S E
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PORTABLE CASSETTE 

RECORDERS

CLIP 4 SAVE A B W  
10% OFF ANY 
PORTABLE CASSETTE 
RECORDER 
WITH COUPON

CHOOSE FROM 
PANASONIC , 

MAGNAVOX. JVC . 
CRAIG. GE, F IS H ER  

AND GOLDSTARI BHI

aU p r e s ip T n ts' arcK sU h

* * * * * * * * * *
CAR STEREOS &

CAR STEREO SPEAKERS

C LIP  4 SAVE A 
B IG  10% OFF ANY 
CAR STEREO  OR 
CAR S P E A K E R S  
W ITH COUPON

CHOOSE FROM 
P IO N EER , JVC , 

CRAIG. TOSHIBA, 
AUOIOVOX ANO 

PANASONIC

^--/P R E SIP K N T S7 BPCKSU*

DAILY
10AM-9PM
SUNDAY

NOON-6PM

0%
INTEREST 
FOR ONE 

FULL YEAR
FREE 12 MONTHS FINANCING • NO 
INTEREST OR CARRYING CHARGES 
FOR ONE YEAR WITH A MINIMUM 
PURCHASE OF S300 FOR QUALIFIED 
CUSTOMERS • MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
REQUIRED • SOME FINANCE COMPA
NIES MAY RE QUIRE A 24 MONTH 
CONTRACT ANO TOTAL CONTRACT 
INCLUDES INTEREST CHARGES. 
ACCOUNTS MUST BE PAID OFF AT 
THE ENO OF 12 MONTHS. SEVERAL 
DIFFERENT PU N S AVAIUBLE WITH 
DIFFERENT APR.

RECOTON 300-WATT DUAL 
OUTLET POWER INVERTER

• Simultaneously Powers 2 AC Appliances. 
Including TVs Up To 29". VCR's, Computers 

I-—  —I & Hand Held
RBCOTONJ vacuum s Thru

---------------------  Any Vehicle's 12-
Vo l t  l i g h t e r  
Socket ICA182

SHARP G3-COMPATIBLE 
FAX MACHINE W/BUILT-IN 

ANSWERING MACHINE
• Auto Fax/Phone Changeover • Auto Paper 

Cutter • Auto 10-
l S H A R P Sheet Feeder 50-No 

Autodialer • Remote 
Access 4 Message 
Forwarding. SUX254

*249
AT&T WAVE TELEPHONE

• Last Number Redial • Receiver Vol
ume Control • Ringer Volume Control 

~  /C T -b  * Mute • Tone/
i J A T tJ  ({ TW

PERSONAL AM-FM RAOIO
STEREO 

CASSETTE 
PLAYER WITH  

BELT CLIP 
A STEREO 

HEADPHONES
Model BC3072

*699

ANSWERING MACHINE 
WITH TOLL SAVER

• Voice Activated Recording • Single 
Microcassette • Flower Failure Protec - 

11o n  • C a l l  
S c r e e n i n g  
•"Tape Full 
Message Alert 
BXXT-10O8

* 14"
OUR RAINCHECK POLICY; Occasion ally Due Te Unexpected Demand Caused By Our Low Prices Or Delayed Supplier Shipments, Wa Run Out Of Advertised Specials. Should This Occur, Upon Request We Will Gladly Issue You A Ralnchsck. No Coalers Please We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities.
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