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Deep Creek Lions Club holds Blind Campers Program
by Brenda Ruggiero STAFF WRITER
Jul 26, 2018

DEEP CREEK LAKE — Last week, �ve visually impaired children were able to enjoy camping at

Deep Creek Lake State Park through the e�orts of the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club.

Since 1979, the club has held the Blind Skier Program, which encourages personal growth and

con�dence building through activities such as snow skiing and tubing.

Blind campers Derek and Lexi hit the water on the “taco” tube.
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In the mid-90s, members decided to expand on the success of this program with a summer

edition, the Blind Campers Program.

Since that time, hundreds of visually impaired children have experienced the recreational

activities of the lake area. All accommodations, meals and activities for these programs are

paid for by the Lions Club or donated by local businesses.

Originally, the club worked with the Maryland School for the Blind to recruit children for the

program. Currently, it also has a relationship with the Maryland Parents of Blind Children, a

division of a national organization serving visually-impaired children and their parents. This

partnership has enabled the expansion of the programs to also include the families of the

children.

A Lions spokesman noted that the camper and skier programs are the club’s signature service

activities, and members are involved in every aspect from raising funds to personal interaction

with the children. Local high school volunteers also serve as sighted guides for the skiers and

campers and provide peer-level interactions.

This year, the camper program was held from July 16-19. It included �ve children ranging in age

from 9 to 17, three parents and one sighted sibling.

Tents were set up at the state park by club members to prepare for the campers’ arrival

Monday. The evening included a pizza and ice cream dinner, introductions and a camp�re.
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On Tuesday, the campers were taken on the lake for �shing, tubing and playing in the water. In

the evening, the program moved to the club’s park on Bumble Bee Road, where a member led

the campers in an art activity that will become part of a permanent installation at the park,

along with ceramic cylinders that were created during an earlier event. A cookout concluded

the day, followed by a camp�re and marshmallow roasting.

On Wednesday, the campers spent the morning on the lake. In the afternoon, they traveled to

the Wisp and Funland to ride the mountain coaster, go-carts and bumper cars and scale the

climbing wall.

On Thursday, the campers went to Swallow Falls State Park for a hike before heading home in

the afternoon.

“It was great,” one of the campers told a club member. “I got to do so many things I had only

heard about before.”

One of the parents noted that the week was the “best trip we have ever taken.”

During the program, club members participated in a variety of ways. Four members

volunteered their time and boats to take the campers on the water, another member allowed

the use of his lakeside home and dock for shore-based activities and shelter from the rain, and

other members helped by bringing meals from local businesses, leading the art activity or

reading folk tales at the camp�re.

Four high school volunteers also assisted during the week, serving as sighted guides to help the

campers load in and out of the boats, ride with them on the tubes and lead them on the hike.

Start what’s next with

your purchase.
Start Here

*See terms on site.

30%* off



8/31/2021 Deep Creek Lions Club holds Blind Campers Program | News | wvnews.com

https://www.wvnews.com/garrettrepublican/news/deep-creek-lions-club-holds-blind-campers-program/article_c2a808ef-f121-5a43-9b16-82f340116484… 4/4

In addition to the camper and skier programs, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club performs a

number of other service activities such as the operation of the community dog park and new

trail system on Bumble Bee Rd, �nancial assistance to local residents for vision-related health

care and donations to area organizations.

To support these e�orts, the club holds a number of fundraisers each year, including the

auction of donated boats and recreational equipment and other lake-based events.

For more information on how to get involved or donate to the club’s activities, visit

www.deepcreeklions.org.
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Sta� writer Brenda Ruggiero can be reached at 301-501-8393 or by email at
bruggiero@therepublicannews.com.
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