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Chainsaw carving of Meshach Browning unveiled
From Sta� Reports
Aug 22, 2019

Jessica Spiker is shown with the chainsaw carving of Meshach Browning at the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club
community park on Bumble Bee Road.
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McHENRY — During the Garrett County Chamber of Commerce’s Business After Hours event

on Aug. 8, the Deep Creek Lake Lions unveiled the latest addition to the community park on

Bumble Bee Road: a life-sized, chainsaw-carved statue of Meshach Browning.

New additions to the art installation created by the Blind Campers and Blind Skiers were also

on display. The club operates the 30-acre park under a long-term lease with the county, which

owns the property.

“The park was originally begun in 1981,” said club President Joey Simson, “and was honestly

beginning to show its age. So, around �ve years ago, we began an initiative to renovate and

revitalize the park.”

The �rst project completed under the initiative was the construction of the county’s �rst public

dog park in 2014. The dog park was funded through a mixture of donations, club funds and

public grants, while planning and execution was a joint e�ort between a local teacher and her

class, HART for Animals and the club, setting a precedent for multi-organizational partnerships

for future projects.

Since then, the club was worked with private and public organizations as well as individuals, to

improve existing features or bring new ones to the park.

“We are particularly proud of our Blind Skier and Camper art installation,” Simson said at the

event. “led by our previous club president, Samantha Stumpf, we developed an art activity

where the kids would create their own section of a ceramic totem pole, which are now part of a

permanent installation at the park.”

At the event, the club had on display hand-painted raised letter tiles that were the most recent

project from the skiers and campers programs.

The club’s most recent improvement project was the opening of the Meshach Browning trail

system and historical exhibit in January.

The club improved and cleared over 10 miles of trails on over 100 acres of county-owned land

adjacent to the park and installed a historical exhibit at the trailhead themed around Meshach

Browning, an early settler of what would become Garrett County in the early 1800s.
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The club worked with Garrett Trails for trail clearing, and with the Garrett County Historical

Society, as well as an informal group of amateur historians, to develop content for the

historical exhibit.

One of the amateur historians, who desired to remain anonymous, wanted to additionally

contribute to the construction of a lasting monument to Browning. The club worked with the

donor to �nd an appropriate piece that �t the budget and commissioned a life-sized chainsaw

carving of Browning to be installed at the trailhead.

Jessica Spiker of Jessie Lee Chainsaw Art was selected as the artist for the piece. She began the

work with a white pine log estimated at over 200 years old, which was harvested around the

New Germany area near U.S. 40. Since this area was frequented by Browning during his

hunting expeditions, it is possible that he passed by the sapling of this log.

In preparation for the project, Spiker contacted the historical society and through her research,

was able to ascertain the exact measurements of Browning’s shot bag and powder horn, as

well as discovering that he often stu�ed his pant legs with grass to defend against rattlesnakes

and was able to reproduce these details on the statue.

The statue was unveiled at the conclusion of the event by Spiker and club member Chris

Nichols.

“Not only is this statue a great addition to the park and trail system by itself,” said Nichols, “but

we are hoping it will form the cornerstone of future art and interpretive projects themed

around Browning and pioneer life in Garrett County. Our ‘pie-in-the-sky’ goal is to some day

rebuild a pioneer-era log cabin here. We are always open to projects which bring great new

stu� to our park.”

The Deep Creek Lake Lions Club park is located at 1249 Bumble Bee Road. It is open to the

public during daylight hours, and can be reserved for exclusive use for a small fee. Existing

amenities include a ball �eld, dog park, covered picnic pavilion, restrooms, trail system and

large �at playing �elds.

In addition to managing the park, the club conducts a number of service programs, including

the Blind Skiers and Campers, �nancial assistance to local residents for vision-related

healthcare and support to local and global causes related to health, safety and youth

development.
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For more information on how to donate, support or join the club, visit

www.deepcreeklions.org, email dcllions@gmail.com or call/text 323-325-5466.

http://www.deepcreeklions.org/
mailto:dcllions@gmail.com

