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Executive Summary

 The Deep Creek Lake Lions Club proposes to build an appx 200x200 ft
paved pump track at the McHenry Community Park

* A pump track is a course for bicycles, skateboards, scooters, etc with
rollers and banked turns that is designed so that riders can pump their
bodies to maintain momentum instead of pedaling

* Why here? The club has a long-term commitment to improving this site
which is centrally located in the County. There are several complementary
features already at the park or planned

« Why a pump track? Pump tracks provide safe areas for healthy activity,
social space and skills practice for local users. A biking feature leverages
the growing array of trails and other opportunities in the area and provides
economic development opportunities

« What will be needed? Estimates range from $150,000 to $500,000
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Overview of the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club

 Part of the Lions Club International, the largest service
organization in the world with over 1.4M members In
nearly every country across the globe

 Our club was chartered in 1972 with the initial goal to
conduct the Blind Skier program to provide the visually
iImpaired with the opportunity to downhill ski and have
held this program every year since

 We added a similar Blind Camper program around 2000

« Other service programs include: vision screening for
local elementary schoolers, financial assistance to local
residents for vision healthcare expenses and support to
other local organizations

* We also operate and manage the McHenry Community
Park
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Park Overview: 1249 Bumble Bee Rd Accident MD 21520

« 30 acre McHenry Community Park (MCP) owned by Garrett County,
operated under a series of long term agreements by the Deep Creek Lake
Lions Club

* Initially developed in early 1980’s with a Program Open Space grant

« Uses include: free community recreation, meeting space for the club
during summer months and a site for fundraisers and the Blind Camper
program

* The Club pays for all maintenance and W
operational costs for the park as part of the OS]
Clubs’ annual budget LIONS i% PARK

* New features are paid for with \M

combinations of public and private funding
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Park description: General area
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Developed area of park
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Meshach Browning Trail System and History Center
The club has also developed an 8

| %bg;@:&m mile trail system on 120+ acres of
"ﬁw,.ﬁ\‘,ijiﬁi‘”“ county-owned land adjacent to the
MR e PATK.
B Airport 8 The trails are non-motorized use only and

have a mix of terrain and difficulty. The

{ trailhead area is also home to a History
ESSEE = Center themed around Meshach Browning
irrail R KSR who was one of one of the earliest settlers of

" 4
m R/ /ART for Animals, n\v“ Garrett COUﬂty.

’ .5 } The History Center has a series of interpretive
e ‘m/ panels on Browning's life and times, as well
oy J- as a growing collection of 6 pieces of outdoor
: @ art of Browning as the subject

D |
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Continued development plans

* Provide amenities that draw both locals and visitors

= Leverage the central location of the park and lack of other free, public facilities around the
lake by adding features that enhance our community and bring in visitors

= Continue additions to Blind Skier/Camper art installation
= Add and improve trails
= Continue additions to Meshach Browning exhibit (art, cabin reconstruction)

» Goals of continued development:

= Support current club operations (Blind Campers, meetings and fundraisers: boat auction,
pioneer challenge, etc)

* Provide community recreation opportunities that encourage healthy activities, socialization
and recreation

= Draw visitors to park to increase awareness of club

 In 2020-21, the Club worked with the Recreation and Parks Management
program at Frostburg State University to draft a park development plan
» Bike park and pump track were in the top items recommended
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Proposed new park projects

Shower facilities — support Blind Camper
program

Expanded pavilion — larger covered area

Paved multi-use path — suitable for older walkers,
wheelchairs and other disabilities

Disc golf course — 9 or 18 hole throughout park
and trails

Reconstructed pioneer-era log cabin — park of
Historic Center

Soccer field - turf

Pump track - paved

Covered basketball court — asphalt, regulation size
Playground — standard play equipment

Dog park lighting and expansion — improve safety
and duration of use

Increased cleared and leveled open space — events
and boat storage

Climbing boulder — free climb boulder
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Garrett County Pump Track

* We propose to utilize an area of around 200 by 200 feet for a pump track.
The area is cleared and relatively leveled with minimal trees or brush to
remove. The area is well defined on the northern and eastern edges by
mature stands of trees
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Pump track, conceptual layout

* Professionally designed
and built

« Paved track with
multiple “skill lines” and
routes.

* The area will be defined
by a rail-type fence

« Adelineated entry area
with signage and
covered area for seating
and bike racks
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Pump track, ballpark estimates

Beginner Pump Track
TotTrack _

Intermediate Pump Track - Dual Slalom Area

75 150 ft

Appalachian Dirt:

Phase 1: smaller prefabricated track, gravel surfaced tot
track, and building 5-6 skills features for around $50Kk.
Phase 2: bigger asphalt pump track and additional amenities
like jump lines or dual slalom tracks around $150-200,000.

Qég}i&%‘ Walosolutiony
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Pump track need and benefits

* The Pump Track and continuing biking projects will provide a central place for local youth and adults to
build skills and a love of biking.
= Most children in our area own a bike, but due to the rural and mountainous area there are few places for them to ride.
= Qur area is also generally in the lower income brackets — over half of our local families qualify for free school lunches.

= Qur Pump Track project is intended to provide a low-cost recreational resource central to our county with positive health
outcomes.

= The current layout and placement of future projects will allow for multi-generational families to enjoy multiple features of the
park at once (many children in our area live with their grandparents — our park arrangement allows for caregivers to walk or
bike while kids are enjoying other areas of the park)

e Our area also receives many tourism-based visitors from the Washington DC, Baltimore and Pittsburgh
regions due to our outdoor recreation and Deep Creek Lake, Maryland’s largest lake. Our planned Pump
Track will add to our area’s inventory of attractions and provide further economic development
opportunities for our area.

= The track will become a draw for visitors looking for new outdoor recreation opportunities
» The track can host events and competitions which provide economic benefits to the local area
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Additional material

« Table of park improvements, time frame, partners and funding

» General location of park utilities

 Park buildings and features

* Blind Skier and Camper Art Installation

 Mesach Browning Trail System Map, Trailhead panel and artworks
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Park improvement timeline, partners and funding sources

Time

Park feature Partner(s) Funding
Frame
(0]

Original park construction 1982 Garrett County Commissioners rzr;t%f)lm Ol Sjpeee (e el
Pavilion and open space 2003 Garrett County Commissioners POS w/ club 10% match
Dog Park 2014 Southern Middle School, HART for Animals POS w/ club 10% match
Ballfield dugouts 2015 Northern High School Club and school budgets
Memorial benches 2016 Queen B's Donation from the Queen B Club
_Scoreboard e leelinzte 2017 Boy Scout Troop Donations
improvements
Meshach Browning History 2018 Garrett County I—_hstorlcal S_omety, informal Club funds
Center Meshach Browning enthusiast group
Meshach Browning Trail System (2019 Garrett County Commissioners, Garrett Trails [POS w/ club 10% match
Blind Skier and Camper Art 2018- MD School for the Blind, MD Parents of Blind

: . . Club funds
Pieces ongoing Children Assc.

2019- Local professional artists and communit D SIEE/ANS CBlIiel, (LN
Meshach Browning Art Pieces : P y County Health Dept, Oakland Town
ongoing members .
Council, private donors

Ballfield restoration 2020 Garett College Garrett College
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Park utilities
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Park buildings and amenities
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Blind Skier and Camper Art Installation
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Deep Creek Lake Lions Club Park and Meshach Browning Trail System Map

dev

H The Deep Creek Lake Lions Club manages the county-owned community park on Bumble Bee Rd. Facilities include a fenced dog
: run area, ballfield, picnic pavilion, art installation and restrooms. Further projects in the southern area of the park are in

. Adjacent to the park, the club has developed the Meschach Browning Trail System, a non-motorized trail network

providing a low to mid-level intensity experience with a mix of wide and single-track widths. An interpretive exhibit at the trailhead
provides information on the life and times of Meshach Browning, an early settler of Garrett County.
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Trail Notes: i Tra“s

The Blue (0.57 mi) , Green (0.63 mi) and
Yellow (0.19 mi) Trails are wide, mostly in
open area and cover little elevation change.
The Red Trail (1.56 mi) has some single track
sections, traverses wooded areas, with more
elevation change and two very small stream
crossings.

The Orange Trail (1.58 mi) has large sections
of single track, one larger stream crossing and | = =
the most elevation change of the system.
The southern part of the Purple Trail (1.05 mi) |§
cuts through a laurel thicket, while the
northern section follows Meshach Run and B&S&S& Creek Track
provides a less steep climb than the Orange |
Trail.

The White Trails provide shortcuts for the
Red,Orange and PurpleTrails. l
Traversing the full trail perimeter is about 3.6 |
miles total.
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MESHACH BROWNING TRAIL SYSTEM

“My mind cannot imagine a more beautiful
sight than could be obtained from the highest
grounds of the Hoop-Pole Ridge, which
commanded a view of the valley between that
and the great Back-Bone . . . It was a grand
sight to watch the tall grass, rolling in beautiful
waves with every breeze which passed over
its smooth surface, as well as the herds of
deer skipping and playing with each other”

These are the words of Meshach Browning
from his book, Forty-Four Years of the Life of
a Hunter (1859), describing much of the area
that would become Deep Creek Lake.

Walk in Meshach’s moccasins

A ¥

/ L Bear Creek
/ Glades

e Browning built one of his
' homesteads within a mile of
this spot. Although the area was

/ - "infested with rattlesnakes,
Meshach and his wife Mary came to
love the beauty of the Glades. Today,
you can travel our trails for a taste of the
scenery he enjoyed around his home.
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Meshach Browning (1781-1859) was one the
earliest settlers of Western Maryland and a
prolific hunter, killing over 2,000 deer, 500
bear, as well as numerous panthers, wolves
and rattlesnakes. His book, penned with a
turkey quill by candlelight, recounts many of
his hunting expeditions, while providing
details about pioneer life in this area during
the early 1800's. This trail system is
dedicated to him. A series of interpretive

| signs contains excerpts from his book,
\ commentary on his life and times, and
l provides additional information on where in
| Garrett County to visit to learn more.

/ This project was made possible through the
Deep Creek Lake Lions Club, and the
support of the Garrett County
Commissioners and staff, the Garrett County
Historical Society, Garrett Trails and
numerous Meshach Browning enthusiasts.

For full text of all signs, audio recordings of the content and
more information, visit: www.deepcreeklions.org
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